Dr. Mike Garrett

Land Use Analysis and Planning
 
Office:  HS 238
Professor of Geography

Geog 3310/5310

    Ph:  2804 or 2880 message Spring Term 2006






           Hours: posted HS 238
mgarrett@bemidjistate.edu

Required Text:  When City and Country Collide, by Tom Daniels, Island Press

Special Reserve Readings – Library and Map Library/Selected Web Sites

Materials Package (TBA)

Introduction:  At the local and regional scale of analysis, land use is among the central factors of concern in any approach to community or comprehensive planning. Environmental quality is most always connected to land uses and their management. Land use planning attempts to addresses problems, needs, and goals through a systematic approach in information gathering, organization, mapping, analysis, design, modeling, and monitoring. Central to the study of land use planning is understanding the interactions that occur between geography and law and the role of public policy.

Purpose:  to introduce intermediate or advanced level students to the major precepts and scope of study in the field of land use planning through a mixture of course activities including lecture-discussion, small group work, individual writing or mapping assignments, readings, and field lab work.  The focus will range from the general and ideal to case study examples to local and specific examinations of land use components and practices. Special attention will be given to the dynamics of land uses occurring on the rural-urban fringe, the consequences of such, and approaches for best planning and management practices within this particular area of the rural landscape. To gain practical experience in analysis and planning applications, students will complete their own planning project based on information provided for actual sites in the local vicinity. 

Goals – Outcomes of the course:  Students will demonstrate through directed activities, assignments, and formal evaluations that they have a broader and deeper understanding of the field and purpose of land use planning.  This will include (or being able to):

1.  classify land uses based upon land cover at a general level of interpretation.

2.  explain through historical and contemporary examples how land use planning has been

 addressed in different places, at different times, and for what purposes.

3.  identify the general steps, role players, and alternatives, that typify the planning

 process in general with particular emphasis on land use planning.

4.  have experience in classifying land use restrictions and capabilities based upon 

graphic information of the natural resource base in the local area.

5.  have field experience in identifying and examining situations that characterize land

 use planning needs, issues, problems, on-going projects or planning/management 

programs or activities

6.  demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of basic terms and concepts relevant to 

the field but also larger questions and issues of land use planning and management confronting society in terms of values, priorities and ethics.

7.  participate in a planning project that includes:  data gathering analysis related to land

 use, developing or designing a tentative land use plan, or some combination of 

 the two.

Student Requirements:  

Attendance and Participation - Students are expected to maintain prompt and regular attendance and to complete activities and assignments as scheduled.  If you miss class, it is your responsibility to find out from another student the material you missed, including copies of handouts or changes in the schedule of activities or assignments.  Any conflicts in the schedule are to be worked out in advance with the instructor.  Students missing more than (5) class meetings will not be eligible for a grade higher than a C, and even that is not guaranteed.  Make a special effort to be present for any scheduled exam/quizzes.

Any student taking this course for graduate credit (Geog 5310) must complete an extra or special assignment according to an agreement concluded between the student and the instructor.  This should be determined very early in the course.

For the record:  Cell phones, pagers, beepers and other such communication or recording devices have caused disturbances to class meetings.  Please do not let this occur in our class.  It is rude and inconsiderate of others and to their reasons for being in this course.  Thanks!

Field Labs:  Three required field labs are scheduled for three Fridays during the last part of the course. Each lab is scheduled to begin at 1:00 pm and end at 4:00 pm. Dates will be announced early in the course meetings.  We will utilize school vans for transportation, which will be charged to your student activity fees.  We will depart from the boathouse area by the lake as scheduled and return to in front of the BSU Library on Birchmont Drive.  Please bring appropriate clothing for typical weather conditions for that time of the year and for walking through rough, sometimes wet terrain. Bring also something to drink.  Pre-trip information will be addressed in the class meetings just prior to the field labs. 

Written assignments:  Any written assignments submitted for evaluation are to be typed (double spaced) and carefully edited for spelling punctuation, grammar, syntax, style, organization and documentation – where appropriate.  Any graphics should be neat, accurate and in ink unless instructed otherwise.  Late, incomplete, or substandard work will result in penalties.

Exams:  The exams will include material covered in class lecture-discussions, assigned readings, and any additional class or group activities.  Format will include both objective type questions and short answer-short essay questions.  There will be two mid-term exams plus the final.  The final will be a take-home exam due back promptly at the date scheduled by the university for the course final.  Any approved make up exam will receive an automatic five-point reduction in possible point value.  No exams may be taken early.

Evaluation:   Accumulated points awarded for formal evaluations (exams), written assignments, class or field activities and mapping exercises will be utilized to determine final letter grades.  Specific letter grades will be based on a modified class curve of points awarded.  An approximate proportional (percentage) breakdown in value based on various course components is provided below:  (All final grades will be determined on an individual basis by the instructor!)


Exams
(3)    ------------------- --50%


Written assignments ------------10


Mapping assignments ---------- 10




Field Project
------------------- 20


Attendance and Participation---10

Land Use Analysis and Planning  -  Tentative Course Outline by weeks

PART  ONE:
Readings:  Daniels – Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 and Appendix 1, p 275





Other readings to be announced as the course progresses 








Week One

Jan 14 and 16   WF










Course introduction




Lecture discussion – land cover vs land use 




- spatial distributions of the obvious and less obvious  







Week Two

Jan 21 and 23    WF  (no class, Mon, 19th, MLK Day)




Landscape – Different Versions of the Same Scene

– writing assignment

Week Three

Jan 26,  28,  and 30    MWF




Micropolitan Fringe – the local example




+Friday, work day

Week Four

Feb 2,  4,  and 6   MWF




*Writing assignments due beginning of class on Monday




Land, land use and environment




Role Players in the planning process

Week Five

Feb 9,  11,  and  13   MWF




Local government and planning




+Friday, work day

Week Six 

Feb 16,  18, and 20   MWF




Determinants of land use




- short exercise

Week Seven

Feb 23,  25, and  27   MWF




New towns – an examination




**Exam I, Friday, Feb 27th
PART  TWO:
Readings:  Daniels – Chapters 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10




Other readings to be announced as the course progresses

Week Eight

March 1,  3,  and  5   MWF




Basics of Zoning applications




+Friday, work day

Term Break ---------------------------------------------------------

Week Nine

March 15,  17,  and  19   MWF




Zoning applications and alternatives for fringe management

Week Ten

March 22,  24,  and  26   MWF




Land use planning/management for extensive areas




Grasslands

Week Eleven

March 29,  31, and April 2   MWF




Soils and land use planning




Soil mapping exercise – due next Monday 

Week Twelve

April 5 and  9   MF   (no class Wed, April 7th)




Team planning projects introduced




**Exam II, Friday, April 9th

PART  THREE:  Readings:  Daniels – Chapters 11 and 12; Other readings to be announced

Week Thirteen
April 12,  14,  and  16   MWF





Parklands




*Field Lab Friday, 1 – 4 pm

Week Fourteen
April 19, 21, and 23   MWF




Wetlands and Soils




*Field Lab Friday, 1 – 4 pm

Week Fifteen

April 26, 28, and 30   MWF




Watershed management




Take-home exam distributed




*Field Lab Friday, 1 – 4 pm

Week Sixteen

May 3 and 5   MW




Student presentations – attendance required

Finals Week

**Tuesday, May 11 (Final) 10:30 – 12:30 

Notes on Tentative Schedule:  The Friday work days+ are provided to afford students opportunities to complete data gathering and organization with outside assignments and to partially compensate for time allocated to the required field labs.

The Friday Field Labs* are required integral components in the course and will involve guided field study in the local area.  Please make adjustments in your schedules early to accommodate these sessions.  

